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SHARJAH: What do Wallada Al-Mustakfi, Rufaida Al-Aslamia, Dayfa Khatun,
and Aminatu have in common? They are all distinguished women in Islamic
history that you more than likely have never heard of before. That is about to
change thanks to a new painting by the acclaimed Iraqi artist Afifa Aleiby,
whose colorful “A Wonderful World,” pays tribute to 16 noteworthy Muslim
women whose names have faded away over time.

For the latest updates, follow us on Instagram @arabnews.lifestyle

Commissioned by the Barjeel Art Foundation in Sharjah, the painting will be
on public display at the House of Wisdom in Sharjah until the end of Ramadan
and will later be transferred to the Sharjah Museum of Islamic Civilization.

Aleiby’s work is a companion piece to a 1988 painting titled “Islamic
Scientists,” by the late Syrian artist Mahmoud Hammad and currently in the
collection of Barjeel Art Foundation.

The Legacy of Muslim Scientists, House of Wisdom, Sharjah. (Supplied)

In his composition, Hammad highlighted 16 influential male scholars and
physicians, including Ibn Sina and Ibn Rushd. “Exhibited together for the first
time, these artworks stand as a powerful reminder of the transformative
impact of these intellectuals, both men and women, on the history of Islamic
civilization," reads a wall text. The recent unveiling event opened with a panel
talk, where Aleiby and Hammad’s daughter, Lubna Hammad, discussed the
displayed artworks.

Aleiby noted some of the difficulties in taking on this open-call commission,
including a lack of resources, literary and visual. “Some of these women have
only two or three lines written about their history and role,” she said.

In her detailed piece, dotted with symbolic elements (such as the proud
peacock and a library of books) and set against a serene landscape, Aleiby
depicted notable women of medicine, astronomy, poetry, science, education
and military leadership who lived between the 7th and 17th centuries in Africa,
Andalusia, India, and the Arab world.

One of these figures is Razia Sultana, who was born in the 13th century and
went on to become the first and only female ruler of the Delhi Sultanate in
India. From the 11th century, there is also a depiction of Safiyya bint Abdullah
Al-Riyy, who was a skilled calligrapher and poet in Andalusia. Another
Andalusian woman of poetry is the rebellious and liberal Wallada Al-Mustakfi,
who formed a literary salon that was a meeting point for male and female
voices.
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DUBAI: Highlights from Sotheby’s exhibition of highlights from its upcoming
Modern & Contemporary Middle East and Arts of the Islamic World & India
auctions.

Abdulhalim Radwi 

‘Untitled (Desert Scene)’ 

The late Abdulhalim Radwi is one of the most significant Saudi artists of all
time. He studied in Italy in the 1960s and his work has drawn comparisons to
that of the great French impressionist Paul Cézanne and the Dutch master
Vincent Van Gogh. “Radwi’s ability to merge popular culture and sentiments
with newly acquired artistic techniques serves as a precursor to
contemporary Saudi art today,” an old Sotheby’s catalogue states. At first,
however, his style was met with confusion in his homeland, where local
artistic sensibilities “very much remained grounded in more realistic artistic
renderings.” Discussing his first local exhibition in 1964, Radwi said: “My
works were shot down in exoticism, irony and surprise, while the people’s
visual imagination in that era was held by representation and copying from
reality.” The Sotheby’s catalogue continues: “He was driven by the conviction
that art has a cerebral function in an environment that considered it as
ornamental. According to Radwi, the very essence of a piece lies not in its
physicality but in the emotions it triggers.” This piece — a mix of oil paint and
sand on canvas — was created in 1975, and is expected to fetch between
£40,000 and £60,000 (SAR 203k-305k) in October’s auction.  

 

Ahmed Mater 

‘X-ray Painting 5’ 

This work from arguably Saudi Arabia’s most important contemporary artist
comes from the series that established him as a pioneer of the Kingdom’s art
scene back in 2004, when he was featured alongside Abdulnasser Gharem and
Sahraf Fayadh in a Jeddah exhibition. It combines his two occupations:
medicine and art. “In these works, the first synthesis of art and science, faith
and medicine can be seen,” Mater writes on his website.  

“Ahmed Mater demonstrates the very special ability to speak in a universal
voice but from a personal perspective,” Linda Komaroff of the LA Country
Museum of Art wrote in a 2010 essay in which she also noted of the artist’s “X-
ray” series: “What could be more intimate and personal than literally to see
inside another individual? … The skeletal images suggest some elemental
form of humanity, stripped of the skin, hair, eyes, and clothes that
differentiate as well as separate us.” 

 

Paul Guiragossian 

‘Portefaix en Chomage’ 

This depiction of unemployed porters is typical of the acclaimed Jerusalem-
born Lebanese-Armenian artist’s work, in terms of both subject matter and
style. “Guiragossian was primarily a painter of clustered people: elongated
figures, huddled close together, hunched or squatting. They crowd the canvas,
never over-spilling its edges. Togetherness usually feels threatened,
somehow, but also a spell that might ward against loss,” the art writer and
curator Sam Thorne wrote in 2014. Speaking to Selections, the art website, in
2019, one of Guiragossian’s daughters said: “He would say he was like a
reporter of his environment. When he was unemployed, he painted the street
porters who were unemployed and hungry. When he got married … (and) had
children, he painted families. I would say his objective in the early stages was
portraying marginalized people based on his own life.” 

 

Fahrelnissa Zeid 

‘Untitled (Flowers)’ 

Zeid was an extraordinary artist who lived an extraordinary life, which
included seeing her brother convicted of the murder of their father, marrying
an Iraqi prince, and becoming the first woman to have a solo exhibition at
London’s Institute for Contemporary Arts (in 1954). “Her practice underwent
transformations ranging from a figurative expressionism to the abstract
sublime,” an old Sotheby’s catalogue states. “Untitled (Flowers)” dates from
the late 1940s, a time when Zeid’s artistic style was in the midst of that
transition from figurative artwork to a more complex abstraction, and bridges
those two worlds. It is expected to fetch between £40,000 and £60,000 at
auction.     

 

Hassan Hajjaj 

‘BB Stance’ 

This work from 2000 is a classic example of the Moroccan filmmaker,
designer and photographer’s signature style — vibrant colors, stylized poses,
and a border of that puts a twist on Andy Warhol’s “Campbell’s Soup Cans” by
using products local to the Moroccan market (in this case, beef mortadella).
“His frames are at once a nod to the twentieth-century avant garde concept of
the readymade, as well as to his childhood in Morocco, where recycling was
an everyday part of his life,” an entry on Sotheby’s website reads. “Hajjaj’s
inclination to such materials is prompted by their immediacy and multifaced
nature; in another act of recovery, the repeated patterns also make reference
to Moroccan zellige tiles.” This particular image also references another of
Hajjaj’s major influences — hip-hop. 

 

Monir Shahroudy Farmanfarmaian  

‘A Drawing (Variations on a Hexagram)’ 

Arguably Iran’s best-known female artist, Farmanfarmaian crafted her own
definitive style over the course of her six-decade career, mixing classical
Iranian culture and Islamic geometry with avant garde ideas often inspired by
her time in New York in the 1940s and 1950s — and again in the Seventies and
Eighties. She is perhaps most well-known for her mirror mosaics, but
drawings such as this one clearly show her fascination with geometry and the
principles of Islamic art, which was the cornerstone of those famed mosaics.  
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DUBAI: In “Night Always Comes,” British director Benjamin Caron and British
star (and producer) Vanessa Kirby attempt a gritty look at the lengths to which
the ever-increasing wealth gap in the US can force those on the wrong side of
the gap to go. Part-suspense thriller, part-social-realist diatribe, the film
(written by Sarah Conradt) seems fueled by genuine anger and good
intentions. Whether that’s enough to justify you actually watching it… well,
maybe.

Kirby plays Lynette, a young woman with a trouble past holding down
multiple jobs (including working at a bakery and being an escort) and trying
to secure the finances to ensure that her childhood home, where she lives
with her nightmare narcissist mother Doreen ( Jennifer Jason Leigh), and her
older brother Kenny (Zack Gottsagen), who has Down syndrome. As the film
begins, she has 24 hours to get the required down payment of $25,000 to the
landlord — cash that she believes she and her mother have squirreled away.
Then Doreen turns up in a new car. Guess how much it cost? Yep. As a spur to
get the plot moving, this works. But it’s an act so malicious that it undermines
the film’s later attempts to explore the mother-daughter relationship in a
more-balanced way and to suggest that Doreen isn’t all bad.

Terrified that she — and, particularly, Kenny — will be out on the streets the
next day, Lynette throws herself into increasingly desperate attempts to
secure the necessary funds by 9 a.m. These attempts include ripping off an old
friend; returning to sex work and asking her rich client to “invest” in the
property; stealing the rich client’s car when he refuses; and trying to sell
some stolen/found cocaine. Kirby is compelling (which is just as well, as she’s
in literally every scene of the film’s almost-two hours), and the decision to
make Lynette a genuinely complex, multi-faceted, confrontational and not
entirely likeable woman is a welcome one. But each step of the way, her
actions become increasingly reckless and dumb, and harder to believe. And as
the grim revelations about Lynette’s traumatic past pile up, the tension —
impressively stoked for the first 45 minutes or so — actually drops because the
film becomes formulaic.

There’s plenty to admire here — the believable sibling chemistry between
Gottsagen and Kirby, for example — and Leigh, one of her generation’s finest
actors, is excellent. But, as a whole, “Night Always Comes” is trying to be too
many things, and ends up being great at none of them.
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Stockholm in the summertime 

Sweden’s capital is a cultural delight, and a joy to explore on foot 
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STOCKHOLM: Sweden’s capital city, Stockholm, is spread across 14 islands
connected by 57 bridges. Here, the freshwater of Lake Mälaren meets the
brackish tides of the Baltic Sea. Even the city’s Viking-coded name reflects
this layered geography and history: stock, meaning log or post, and holm,
meaning islet. It’s a Viking city. 

I stayed at a boutique hotel in Gamla Stan, Stockholm’s oldest neighborhood
— a storybook setting of cobbled lanes and medieval buildings; compact,
walkable, and full of surprises. Up any elevated alleyway, you’ll find small
specialty shops and local vendors selling ice cream or hot snacks. A short walk
away are popular chains with more international offerings. 

I happened to visit during Midsommar, the festival marking the peak of
Swedish summer. While viewers of the film might worry, I saw no bears or
cults — just floral headpieces and white linen dresses. It’s one of the most
earnest, unironic national celebrations I’ve ever seen.  

The ABBA Museum. (Getty Images)

The sky stubbornly stays lit until nearly midnight — it is just as bright at 10
p.m. as it was at 10 a.m., making an early bedtime feel irrelevant. However,
many of the nearby shops and cafés close around 7 pm. 

As a self-professed foodie-in-training, meals were a feast for the eyes and
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The Legacy of Muslim Scientists, House of Wisdom, Sharjah. (Supplied)
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