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Has spring sprung yet? Whatever the weather might be doing - or not

doing - March is nevertheless full of the joys of the season, with a coterie

of cultural treats to delight and enthrall.

There's plenty to see: from a dynamic and imaginative new take on

Frankenstein from Maggie Gyllenhaal; The Bride, starring Christian Bale

and actress-of-the-moment Jessie Buckley to wonderful art exhibitions

of old Dutch masters and modern American classics. There's also a feast

of new restaurants to explore in the capital, from the Estelle group's

brand new opening, Celeste, to Soho's latest Italian hotspot.

On stage, Sondheim's cult classic Into the Woods takes over the Bridge

Theatre, the Royal Ballet presents the intoxicating Mayerling and the

National Theatre mounts a scandalous new take on Dangerous Liaisons.

Consult our list below for our curation of your cultural must-dos for the

month ahead...

See a bold new take on Frankenstein

Maggie Gyllenhaal is back in the director’s chair – the first time since

her acclaimed adaptation of Elena Ferrante’s The Lost Daughter.

Continuing the trend of Gothic-literature-inspired films (Nosferatu,

Frankenstein, Wuthering Heights), Gyllenhaal is offering a fresh take

on Mary Shelley’s tour de force, set in 1930s Chicago. A scientist

makes the surely scot-free decision to bring a murdered woman

(Jessie Buckley) back to life to be a companion for Frankenstein’s

monster (Christian Bale). Placing women front and centre, it’s sure to

be an electrifying reimagining of the feminist text. Daniela Parete
Clarke

Out 6 March.

Pick the perfect spot for Paris fashion week

Founded in 2023, Nonos et Comestibles has become one of the most

coveted dining spots in Paris. Nestled within the iconic Hôtel de

Crillon in Place de la Concorde, this is a dream address with an

equally dreamy menu. Created by Michelin-starred Chef Paul Pairet,

Nonos reimagines the classic French grill with imaginative flair.

Standout dishes include scallop sashimi with ponzu and skate wings

with hazelnuts. Wash it all down with a Paris-Chambéry cocktail or

treat yourself to a tipple from their extensive chartreuse collection...

Marie-Claire Chappet

rosewoodhotels.com

See a scandalous spectacle

With its prescient themes and lavish setting (the genre of beautiful,

absurdly privileged people behaving abominably is, after all,

evergreen), Les Liaisons Dangereuses always makes for a compelling

adaptation. The National Theatre’s new production – a revival of

Christopher Hampton’s classic 1980s staging – is this spring's hottest

ticket. Led by the acclaimed director Marianne Elliott, it stars Lesley

Manville as the deliciously devious Marquise de Merteuil, with Rivals’

Aidan Turner as her erstwhile lover the Vicomte de Valmont, whose

scheming and toxic one-upmanship leads to devastating

consequences for themselves and the innocents they seek to

corrupt. Dina Nagapetyants

At the National Theatre from 21 March to 6 June

Enjoy an epicurean day in the countryside

With green shoots and signs of sunshine finally here, it’s the perfect

opportunity to venture into the Cotswolds for a weekend excursion.

Aynho Park, the historic Sir John Soane-designed country house that

is now home to the interiors brand RH England, makes an inviting

destination: take design inspiration from the elegant furnishings that

fill the interior of the grand 60-room property, wander through the

73 acres of Capability Brown-designed gardens and dine in the light,

airy surroundings of the Conservatory restaurant, whose menu of

American and Mediterranean classics includes decadent dishes such

as caviar carpaccio, lobster salad and petite baked potatoes.

Frances Hedges

RH England

Explore the work of Eileen Cooper

The renowned figurative artist Eileen Cooper, known for her wide-

ranging and sometimes fantastical explorations of womanhood is

having a stellar year: in May she will present drawings created in

response to poems by the writer Denise Riley at Oliver Projects, and

will be showing new works in September. But if you can’t wait that

long, this month a more unique collaboration comes to fruition;

Cooper will be the artist in residence at 75, the restaurant at Liberty

London, and has produced watercolours for the space, which will sit

on the walls alongside paintings and drawings in the convivial

surroundings, and will be available to buy. Helena Lee.

Seventy Five in Residence: Eileen Cooper, Floor 2, Liberty London

Try some fizz with a difference

Wild Idol – the alcohol-free alternative for when you’re craving

champagne – is launching a dining series called Wild Gatherings. Its

first event is with Alex Dilling, the chef who has twice been awarded

a Michelin star, and will take place at his eponymously named fine-

dining spot in Hotel Café Royal. (The Regent Street institution was

once frequented by figures from Oscar Wilde to Princess Diana.)

Each dish of the evening’s four-course menu will be paired with a

zero per cent sparkling wine, with Wild Idol’s Paul Beavis on hand to

guide guests through the sensory experience. The evening will

feature a talk on wellbeing from Kate Woolhouse, the CEO of Hooke,

a longevity clinic in Mayfair, and a chance to try Dilling’s famous

hunter’s chicken. DPC.

On 3 March, book tickets here.

Head...into the woods

Catch Stephen Sondheim and James Lapine’s musical marvel, Into

the Woods, at the Bridge Theatre. The story follows a baker and his

wife as they venture into the forest to reverse a witch’s curse and

have a child. Their journey collides with beloved Brothers Grimm

characters, Cinderella, Jack, Little Red Riding Hood and Rapunzel,

whose own wishes begin to unravel. The cast rises effortlessly to

Sondheim’s notoriously complex score, balancing humour with

emotional depth. Elegant, crafted costumes allow each fairytale

character to shine, while the ethereal woodland set creates a world

that feels both magical and unsettling. With its ingenious lyrics,

exquisite design and powerful performances, Into the Woods is

enchanting whilst gently questioning what happily ever after really

means. Charlotte Wallace.

At the Bridge Theatre until 30 May.

Get hooked on a brand new read

Remember when your daily commute was tiled with yellow, as Tube

passengers flaunted endless copies of Asako Yuzuki’s Butter? Prepare

for a similar phenomenon this spring, courtesy of the author’s new

fuchsia-coloured novel: Hooked. Yuzuki turns her pen to Eriko, a

high-flying protagonist working in the seafood division of a trading

company, who becomes entranced by a subversive blog written by a

housewife, and then by the housewife herself. It’s not long before

their harmless friendship spirals into obsession, laying the

groundwork for a thrilling tale that questions the role of women in

contemporary Japan. DPC.

Out 12 March.

Uncover an underrated Old Master

In 17th-century Brussels where she lived and worked, Michaelina

Wautier was one of the most successful painters of the Flemish

Baroque, producing still lifes, portraits and even religious and

historical scenes – subjects typically reserved for men. Following her

death in 1689, she fell into relative obscurity, with her works often

misattributed to her brother Charles. Happily, the art world has

come to acknowledge her status as a trailblazer. The Royal Academy’s

exhibition – the most comprehensive survey of her work to date –

presents Wautier’s paintings alongside contemporaries including

Peter Paul Rubens, firmly reestablishing her place among the greats.

DN.

‘Michaelina Wautier’ is at the Royal Academy of Arts from 27 March

to 21 June.

Discover the fascinating history of Leighton House

The centenary celebrations at Leighton House in Kensington

continue with the opening of a major exhibition, ‘The Arab Hall: Past

and Present’, that explores the rich history of this eccentric space

conceived by Lord Leighton. Alongside site-specific installations

designed by a trio of artists (Ramzi Mallat, Kamilah Ahmed and

Soraya Syed), the Syrian film-maker and former Harper’s Bazaar

Power Dinner panellist Soudade Kaadan will present a new short

film, When the Tiles Spoke, that delves into the unique past of the

Arab Hall’s tiles, which range in provenance from 16th-century

Damascus to 19th-century London. FH.At Leighton House from 21

March until 4 October
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