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“Hijack” 37x52cm, Etching and oil paint on icon panel, 2013

January 10th – February 9th 2014 Kristin Hjellegjerde (ARTECO) Gallery, 533 Old York Road Wandsworth, London SW18 1TG

An empty figure stands, facing us, arms outstretched. There is an air of mystery to him, for he stands half shrouded in layer

upon layer of undulating fabric. He (for we presume it is a he) has the air of a martyred saint, open, presenting himself to the

world. The dense etched lines that comprise the folds of what can only be parachute fabric hark back to another era; while

the medium transports us to the past, the figure himself greets us, like some Icarus before his leap from the sky. His body is

absent, replaced by a void of floating clouds, sky and tessellated figures, an endless view into infinity. And yet… he

commands our attention. He is unmistakably present.

As with all of British artist Chris Agnew’s detailed works, there is a story behind the figure he presents us with. However, it is

what the figure represents, rather than who he is, or once was, that is of importance.

It is with this in mind that Kristin Hjellegjerde (ARTECO) is proud to present The Mighty Grip of Fate, a solo show of Agnew’s

works, running from 10 January to 9 February 2014. In the case of The Tailor’s Dummy, Agnew has based the work on a

photograph of Franz Reichelt, an Austrian tailor who developed one of the first parachutes in Paris in 1912. His virgin flight,
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from the first platform of the Eiffel Tower, resulted in his death. Explains Agnew, “His story is now just a footnote in the history

of aviation, but I liked the idea of him as a contemporary saint, risking it all to grab the attention of the men with the money;

an idea that resonates with a lot of people today.”

Herein is the crux of Agnew’s oeuvre – the construction and deconstruction of belief systems, be they political, religious,

social or cultural. “The gap between what we know to be true and what we believe isn’t always one and the same,” he

explains. “Facts have a habit of falling into the gaps that beliefs have opened.” Indeed, Agnew finds his inspiration in historical

etchings and classical paintings, and it is the inclusion of geometric patterns and tessellations that produces his characteristic

style. He works by engraving directly onto the gesso surface of primed wooden panels. He then applies black oil paint, which

he wipes off to reveal the etching, and later paints areas onto the surface. In doing so, he creates an intriguing juxtaposition of

the permanent and impermanent – rather than etching onto a block from which to create prints, he constructs the print, in a

sense, directly onto the surface. Agnew uses this most permanent of techniques to illustrate the very impermanence of what

we know. “Something that questions itself operates in the most honest state of being, as it doesn’t pretend to know the

answers,” he explains. “I wanted to use the relationship that engravings have with the dissemination of a particular ‘truth’ and

manipulate it for my own purposes, almost as a visual pun on the concept that absolute truth is an unobtainable ideal much

in that absolute freedom is.”

The use of tessellations and geometric patterns, then, also plays an important role in Agnew’s work; he states that they are

part of the human psyche’s need to “seek and observe rhythms and patterns at work in nature and particular events.” They

act as our way of seeking order in the universe; when facts or events don’t add up, we try to make them do so in the eternal

search for the ‘bigger picture’. Here, the patterns fill the empty spaces where each painting’s characters would be – an

intervention of sorts. By erasing the characters from their scenarios, each work becomes less about the person or original

inspiration, and more about what they have come to stand for – whether this is true or not. Indeed, Agnew undertakes

meticulous research for each work, and every item he depicts is connected to the original subject. “Rarely do I use an image,

or an object, that doesn’t have some connection – no matter how tenuous or esoteric to the subject matter,” he says. Take for

example a portrait inspired by Rasputin: the objects on the table are from the Yusapov Palace (now a museum), where the

famous Russian was assassinated.

It is through this delicate balance of permanence and impermanence, of fact versus fiction, that Agnew brings together

various elements from history to present an entirely different scenario. Figures from times past and present merge to

produce intricate narratives, stories drawn from the threads of history and woven to create new patterns. “Past truths are

unobtainable,” he concludes, “but you can remove the possible corruption of future truths. It could be described as an almost

anarchic look at history, but with optimistic intentions for the future.”

Written by Anna Wallace-Thompson

www.artecogallery.com (http://www.artecogallery.com/)

About The Artist 

Chris Agnew is a British visual artist, focusing on finely detailed drawing, painting and his signature technique of etching on panel.

His practice is largely concerned with the construction and deconstruction of belief systems, specifically in relation to the control

and dissemination of information. The imagery in his works is diverses: architecture, interior design, geometric forms, miniature

painting and abstract elements all play a rold. He received his BA in Contemporary Art Practice from The University of Leeds in

2008, followed by a Masters in Fine Art at the Wimbledon College of Art in 2010. His work has been short-listed for the Jerwood

Drawing Prize in 2009 and 2010 consecutively, The Clifford Chance Post-Graduate Printmaking Prize in 2010 and Saatchi’s New

Sensations in the same year. He is also a recipient of the Jealous Graduate Print Prize (2010). His work has been exhibited in Japan,
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About Mark Westall

Mark Westall is the founder and editor of FAD Website, a curation of the world’s most interesting culture, and Creative

Director of FAD Agency, a strategy & creative agency working with brands to solve business problems using cultural tools. In

2008 following his passion for art he founded what has grown to become FADwebsite. FADwebsite is internationally

recognized as a key figure within the emerging and contemporary art world, and has been selected as official partner by

organizations as diverse as Moving Image, Volta and Christie’s. In addition Mark is a columnist for City and Canary Wharf

Magazines and expert advisor to art fair Strarta.

Italy and throughout the UK – including the Royal Academy of Arts (http://fadwebsite.com/tag/the-royal-academy-of-arts/)’

Summer Exhibition. His work has been featured in numerous printed and online publications, including NME magazine, The

Telegraph, and on the front page of The London Evening Standard. His first solo exhibition – The Pomp of Circumstances – was

held at Nancy Victor Gallery in London in 2012. His work is held in private and public collections, including the Victoria and Albert

Museum (http://fadwebsite.com/tag/victoria-and-albert-museum/) permanent collection.

He divides his time between London and his studio in Bucharest. Chris Agnew is represented by Kristin Hjellegjerde, London.

www.chrisagnew.co.uk (http://www.chrisagnew.co.uk/)

This entry was posted in EVENTS (http://fadwebsite.com/category/art-events/) and tagged Art Eco Gallery

(http://fadwebsite.com/tag/art-eco-gallery/), Chris Agnew (http://fadwebsite.com/tag/chris-agnew/), Kristin Hjellegjerde

(http://fadwebsite.com/tag/kristin-hjellegjerde/). Bookmark the permalink (http://fadwebsite.com/2014/01/09/chris-agnew-the-

mighty-grip-of-fate-at-kristin-hjellegjerde-private-view-thursday-january-9th-2014/).

← New Museum to host first solo American exhibition of Turner Prize winner Laure Prouvost opening February 2014!

(http://fadwebsite.com/2014/01/08/new-museum-to-host-first-solo-american-exhibition-of-laure-prouvost-opening-february-

2014/)

Alex Van Gelder Meat Portraits Hauser & Wirth Private view Thursday 9th January 2014 →
(http://fadwebsite.com/2014/01/09/alex-van-gelder-meat-portraits-hauser-wirth-private-view-thursday-9th-january-2014/)

Leave a Reply

Or

Login with Facebook

Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked *

Name *

Email *

javascript:void(0);
http://fadwebsite.com/tag/the-royal-academy-of-arts/
http://fadwebsite.com/tag/victoria-and-albert-museum/
http://www.chrisagnew.co.uk/
http://fadwebsite.com/category/art-events/
http://fadwebsite.com/tag/art-eco-gallery/
http://fadwebsite.com/tag/chris-agnew/
http://fadwebsite.com/tag/kristin-hjellegjerde/
http://fadwebsite.com/2014/01/09/chris-agnew-the-mighty-grip-of-fate-at-kristin-hjellegjerde-private-view-thursday-january-9th-2014/
http://fadwebsite.com/2014/01/08/new-museum-to-host-first-solo-american-exhibition-of-laure-prouvost-opening-february-2014/
http://fadwebsite.com/2014/01/09/alex-van-gelder-meat-portraits-hauser-wirth-private-view-thursday-9th-january-2014/


Website

Comment

Post Comment

(http://fadwebsite.com/2014/01/09/chris-agnew-the-mighty-grip-of-fate-at-kristin-

hjellegjerde-private-view-thursday-january-9th-2014/)

(//twitter.com/undefined)

(http://fadwebsite.com/2014/01/09/chris-agnew-the-mighty-grip-of-fate-at-kristin-

hjellegjerde-private-view-thursday-january-9th-2014/)

(http://fadwebsite.com/2014/01/09/chris-agnew-the-mighty-grip-of-fate-at-kristin-

hjellegjerde-private-view-thursday-january-9th-2014/)

(http://fadwebsite.com/2014/01/09/chris-agnew-the-mighty-grip-of-fate-at-kristin-

hjellegjerde-private-view-thursday-january-9th-2014/)

(http://fadwebsite.com/2014/01/09/chris-agnew-the-mighty-grip-of-fate-at-kristin-

hjellegjerde-private-view-thursday-january-9th-2014/)

FOLLOW FAD

FAD DAILY

Want brilliant, exciting and interesting art and culture news in your inbox every day? Course you do. Sign up to our newsletter

below.

Input your email address and hit subscribe!

SUBSCRIBE

http://fadwebsite.com/2014/01/09/chris-agnew-the-mighty-grip-of-fate-at-kristin-hjellegjerde-private-view-thursday-january-9th-2014/
http://twitter.com/undefined
http://fadwebsite.com/2014/01/09/chris-agnew-the-mighty-grip-of-fate-at-kristin-hjellegjerde-private-view-thursday-january-9th-2014/
http://fadwebsite.com/2014/01/09/chris-agnew-the-mighty-grip-of-fate-at-kristin-hjellegjerde-private-view-thursday-january-9th-2014/
http://fadwebsite.com/2014/01/09/chris-agnew-the-mighty-grip-of-fate-at-kristin-hjellegjerde-private-view-thursday-january-9th-2014/
http://fadwebsite.com/2014/01/09/chris-agnew-the-mighty-grip-of-fate-at-kristin-hjellegjerde-private-view-thursday-january-9th-2014/
http://fadwebsite.com/2014/01/09/chris-agnew-the-mighty-grip-of-fate-at-kristin-hjellegjerde-private-view-thursday-january-9th-2014/#


 (http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/25/new-creative-art-space-to-open-in-soho-london/)

NEW Creative Art Space To Open in Soho London (http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/25/new-

creative-art-space-to-open-in-soho-london/)

 (http://fadwebsite.com/2015/03/01/interview-beside-the-seaside-with-chantal-joffe/)

INTERVIEW: Beside the seaside with Chantal Joffe RA

(http://fadwebsite.com/2015/03/01/interview-beside-the-seaside-with-chantal-joffe/)

 (http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/26/banksy-launches-new-campaign-in-gaza/)

BANKSY launches new campaign in Gaza (http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/26/banksy-

launches-new-campaign-in-gaza/)

 (http://fadwebsite.com/2015/03/02/artist-opportunity-exhibit-your-art-in-a-gallery-exhibition-in-vienna/)

ARTIST OPPORTUNITY: Exhibit your art in a gallery exhibition in Vienna.

(http://fadwebsite.com/2015/03/02/artist-opportunity-exhibit-your-art-in-a-gallery-

exhibition-in-vienna/)

 (http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/25/the-oculus-rift-wtfisdigital/)

The Oculus

Rift

#WTFisDigitalArt

(http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/25/the-oculus-

rift-wtfisdigital/)

TRENDING CONTENT

http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/25/new-creative-art-space-to-open-in-soho-london/
http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/25/new-creative-art-space-to-open-in-soho-london/
http://fadwebsite.com/2015/03/01/interview-beside-the-seaside-with-chantal-joffe/
http://fadwebsite.com/2015/03/01/interview-beside-the-seaside-with-chantal-joffe/
http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/26/banksy-launches-new-campaign-in-gaza/
http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/26/banksy-launches-new-campaign-in-gaza/
http://fadwebsite.com/2015/03/02/artist-opportunity-exhibit-your-art-in-a-gallery-exhibition-in-vienna/
http://fadwebsite.com/2015/03/02/artist-opportunity-exhibit-your-art-in-a-gallery-exhibition-in-vienna/
http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/25/the-oculus-rift-wtfisdigital/
http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/25/the-oculus-rift-wtfisdigital/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CPc6m8O71VK-SNsP37AbF0oHwBvbYwaMGluiw3u8Bnsb6gcUDEAEg75W_JmC7vq6D0ArIAQOpAik4QFnGwLk-qAMByAPBBKoE3AFP0FUq89SGDf6vLHuCkRqoJRKuWH1vmdOJ2ngtzM42UAvQVvlLVLdzjVpe-r8RtGGKpkYw4QkgUXmSbcntxyQXxCH9x0khXrIz83sbt_v7wASODLHs3OT1wnptdW01QPuc4MxKSTYJOoU1HXhDh8mNR9xof-BpM54VjenTA9NMK5tGThjL1v5eliPIIsNxgEiIGRodBBKKeOXzSxb2_o8NQjrzWns64QdK8G5pePlUwYtSRQNUej8eNJsMgCUh-EL6nF7deAxsS8BoWg3oA7wSNrfgUKGPiushorfjoAYDgAf23e4w2AcB&num=1&sig=AOD64_3VW4kK8sC2LSw780ji_Ne2F38EYg&client=ca-pub-8271069606648396&adurl=http://smarturl.it/Fyfe-Control%3FIQid%3DFyfe-GDN-Banners


 (http://fadwebsite.com/2015/01/18/tabishs-top-5-art-exhibitions-to-see-in-london-this-week-62/)

Tabish’s Top 5 Art Exhibitions to see in London this week

(http://fadwebsite.com/2015/01/18/tabishs-top-5-art-exhibitions-to-see-in-london-this-

week-62/)

 (http://fadwebsite.com/2014/12/24/tabishs-top-10-commercial-art-exhibitions-in-london-2014/)

Tabish’s Top 10 Commercial Art Exhibitions in London 2014

 (http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/25/olafur-eliasson-time-sensitive-activity-opening-at-the-modern-art-museum-

addis-ababa/)NEW ART: Olafur Eliasson: Time-sensitive activity, opening at the Modern Art Museum, Addis

Ababa. (http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/25/olafur-eliasson-time-sensitive-activity-opening-

at-the-modern-art-museum-addis-ababa/)

 (http://fadwebsite.com/2015/03/01/tabishs-top-5-art-exhibitions-to-see-in-london-this-week-67/)

Tabish’s Top 5 Art Exhibitions to see in London this week

(http://fadwebsite.com/2015/03/01/tabishs-top-5-art-exhibitions-to-see-in-london-this-

week-67/)

 (http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/26/art-opening-alex-katz-black-paintings-timothytaylor-saturday-28th-2015/)

ART OPENING: Alex Katz Black Paintings @TimothyTaylor Friday 27th 2015

(http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/26/art-opening-alex-katz-black-paintings-timothytaylor-

saturday-28th-2015/)

 (http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/26/215835/)

DEVIALET Phantom F**KING

LOUD

(http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/26/215835/)

 (http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/26/video-artnet-takes-center-stage-at-the-volta-salon-march-2015/)

VOLTA NY + artnet + GalleryLOG team up for VOLTASalon 2015

(http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/26/video-artnet-takes-center-stage-at-the-volta-salon-

march-2015/)

RELATED CONTENT

http://fadwebsite.com/2015/01/18/tabishs-top-5-art-exhibitions-to-see-in-london-this-week-62/
http://fadwebsite.com/2015/01/18/tabishs-top-5-art-exhibitions-to-see-in-london-this-week-62/
http://fadwebsite.com/2014/12/24/tabishs-top-10-commercial-art-exhibitions-in-london-2014/
http://fadwebsite.com/2014/12/24/tabishs-top-10-commercial-art-exhibitions-in-london-2014/
http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/25/olafur-eliasson-time-sensitive-activity-opening-at-the-modern-art-museum-addis-ababa/
http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/25/olafur-eliasson-time-sensitive-activity-opening-at-the-modern-art-museum-addis-ababa/
http://fadwebsite.com/2015/03/01/tabishs-top-5-art-exhibitions-to-see-in-london-this-week-67/
http://fadwebsite.com/2015/03/01/tabishs-top-5-art-exhibitions-to-see-in-london-this-week-67/
http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/26/art-opening-alex-katz-black-paintings-timothytaylor-saturday-28th-2015/
http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/26/art-opening-alex-katz-black-paintings-timothytaylor-saturday-28th-2015/
http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/26/215835/
http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/26/215835/
http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/26/video-artnet-takes-center-stage-at-the-volta-salon-march-2015/
http://fadwebsite.com/2015/02/26/video-artnet-takes-center-stage-at-the-volta-salon-march-2015/


©2015 FAD website - All Rights Reserved

QUICK GET IN TOUCH

Your Name

Your Email

(http://fadwebsite.com/2014/12/24/tabishs-top-10-commercial-art-exhibitions-in-london-

2014/)

 (http://fadwebsite.com/2014/09/22/tabishs-top-5-art-exhibitions-to-see-in-london-this-week-52/)

Tabish’s Top 5 Art Exhibitions to see in London this week

(http://fadwebsite.com/2014/09/22/tabishs-top-5-art-exhibitions-to-see-in-london-this-

week-52/)

 (http://fadwebsite.com/2014/08/04/tabishs-top-5-art-exhibitions-to-see-in-london-this-week-47/)

Tabish’s Top 5 Art Exhibitions to see in London this week

(http://fadwebsite.com/2014/08/04/tabishs-top-5-art-exhibitions-to-see-in-london-this-

week-47/)

PARTNERS

FREE RANGE (http://www.free-range.org.uk/)

Moving Image (http://www.moving-image.info/curatorial-advisory-committee-london-2013/)

Multiplied (http://www.christies.com/multiplied#overview-section)

VOLTA (http://www.voltashow.com/)

http://fadwebsite.com/2014/12/24/tabishs-top-10-commercial-art-exhibitions-in-london-2014/
http://fadwebsite.com/2014/09/22/tabishs-top-5-art-exhibitions-to-see-in-london-this-week-52/
http://fadwebsite.com/2014/09/22/tabishs-top-5-art-exhibitions-to-see-in-london-this-week-52/
http://fadwebsite.com/2014/08/04/tabishs-top-5-art-exhibitions-to-see-in-london-this-week-47/
http://fadwebsite.com/2014/08/04/tabishs-top-5-art-exhibitions-to-see-in-london-this-week-47/
http://www.free-range.org.uk/
http://www.moving-image.info/curatorial-advisory-committee-london-2013/
http://www.christies.com/multiplied#overview-section
http://www.voltashow.com/
https://ad.doubleclick.net/activity;src=3734921;met=1;v=1;pid=112197752;aid=285298096;ko=0;cid=56815901;rid=56705108;rv=4;cs=t;eid1=0;ecn1=1;etm1=0;_dc_redir=url?https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssV7nuG1S1WvEEQrGnaeD-wVubgLa9jflHN-36duJOZvczxB_Lx7Yd0Pzaux0XBbqKGs6fIy5kiEhjEM1EG6oQ-PdbehoXs6g4mXcknFfNZsjFK8Om4tc9l4lmQ8zH67NcWXCB-QQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEi9dCMPtQKNEAE&adurl=http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DCdvRz8O71VLn2NOr27AbWlIDwA5Ha9uoCyfGtml7AjbcBEAEgAGC7vq6D0AqCARdjYS1wdWItODI3MTA2OTYwNjY0ODM5NsgBCagDAaoEwgFP0Hwbxj2fsUT0LOMTakTO7d1XJrrGNuUtitqdGBxw4BrnzFZgjhx6gA1PabQIfG8lGHWU81EBoEfcU9XBHEgt9GZGIs233mv8QTxslyt1YmL2gHfBf7Xf2BmBSpg5JCW3LUlQQ5UE8JP8nF2ToEuDgkfwsAfqCgh0NDpwswvxOtIXcuMM_E1RJykRUu1ESF_O1GQ9dHwP6yj9WKXcjJUXPEUEgD4ZB030gWi0a2U68rUOxOAaFcWOtLs6wkunk8EK9oAGrNrasa7d1LuTAaAGIdgHAA%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_3o7ugBwtHMHPbz8VWBld-r7-SNfw%26client%3Dca-pub-8271069606648396%26adurl%3D


Your message

About FAD (http://fadwebsite.com/contact-details/)

Advertise On Fad (http://fadwebsite.com/advertise-on-fad/)

Contact FAD (http://fadwebsite.com/contact-fad/)

FAD Product (http://fadwebsite.com/fad-product/)

Submit Your Story (http://fadwebsite.com/submit-your-story-2/)

SEND IT

http://fadwebsite.com/contact-details/
http://fadwebsite.com/advertise-on-fad/
http://fadwebsite.com/contact-fad/
http://fadwebsite.com/fad-product/
http://fadwebsite.com/submit-your-story-2/

