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Kristin Hjellegjerde opened her first gallery in 2012 called the

Kristin Hjellegjerde Gallery, quickly gaining international recognition in
the art world. Representing emerging to established

artists, Kristin now has art galleries in Norway and London and is
currently working on the restoration of an old castle in Berlin, which she
is turning into a picturesque art gallery.

MADE IN BED’s Editor-In-Chief, Elsa Akesson, speaks to Kristin about
her experience of opening an art gallery, the commercial sector of the art
world and her view on different aspects of the art market.
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Kristin Hjellegjerde.

(OVD cNHVVRQ 7KDQN \RX YHU\ PXFK IRU LQWHUYLHZLC
LW LV DQ KRQRXU DQG SOHDVXUH WR KDYH \RX DPRQJV
H[SHULHQFH DQG NQRZOHGJH Rl WKH DUW ZRUOGTYV FRI
WKH LGHD RI RSHQLQJ DQ DUW JDOOHU\ RULJLQDOO\ Dl
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LULVWLQ +MHOQHRMIGHWHG DQ $UW %XVLQHVV FRXUVI
ZKLFK , PRYHG WR /RQGRQ WR RSHQ P\ ILUVW JDOOHU\
ZKHUH , IHOW WKDW , PLJKW EH JHWWLQJ WRR ROG WR
WKH ULVN RI RSHQLQJ P\ RZQ JDOOHU\ 3HJJ\ *XJJHQKHF

(c <RX KDYH IRXU DUW JDOOHULHV WZR LQ /RQGRQ R(
1RUZD\ &RXOG \RX WHOO XV D OLWWOH ELW DERXW ZK!'
SDUWLEXODU"

.+ , RSHQHG WKH ILUVW JDOOHU\ VSDFH LQ /RQGRQ Z
DQRG RSHQHG DQRWKHU VSDFH LQ %HUOLQ /XFNLO\ , K
RI DVVLVWDQFH LQ WKLY HQGHDYRXU LW ZDV D UHDOO
IRQGRQ EHFDPH DYDLODEOH WR PH ZKLFK KDSSHQV WF
VSDFHV , KDYH , PXVW VD\ 7KH VSDFH LV ORFDWHG UL
PHWHU FHLOLQJY DOORZ IRU VRPH UHDOO\ FUHDWLYH L
PXFK HQMR\LQJ WKH VSDFH DV LW LV ULJKW QRZ

‘KLOH , ZDV ZRUNLQJ RQ WKLV SURMHFW , IHOW WKDW
DQG IULHQGV EDFN KRPH LQ 1RUZD\ WKH VSDFH LQ 1R
LGHD EHKLQG WKH RSHQLQJ RI WKLV VSDFH ZDV WR EU|
WR LWV FXOWXUH DQG EHDXW\ 8QIRUWXQDWHO\ LQ Wl
DWWUDFW PDQ\ IRUHLJQ YLVLWRUV GXH WR WKH &RYLG
UHFRQQHFW ZLWK IULHQGYV DQG IDPLO\ DQG WKH 1RUZ

7KH 1RUZHJLDQ JDOOHU\ LV ORFDWHG LQ D EHDXWLIXO
EXLOGLQJ 6RPH RI WKH ROG PDFKLQHULHYV KDYH EHHQ
PHQWLRQ \RX FDQ JR VZLPPLQJ ULJKW RXWVLGH WKH
JDOOHU\ W UHDOO\ KDV EHFRPH D SDUDGLVH

‘H DUH DOVR RSHQLQJ D QHZ VSDFH LQ 6FKORVYV *RHUQ
XVH WKH WK FHQWXU\ FKkWHDX VSDFH WR FXUDWH DQ
LOQWHUHVWLQJ DVSHFWV RI WKLV SURMHFW LV WKH VSELC
EHLQJ UHVWRUHG DQG WKH ORFDO FRPPXQLW\ KDV EHH
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Schloss Goerne, % HUOLQ

(c +RZ GR \RX PDQDJH IRXU DUW JDOOHULHY DW WKH V

.+ %\ RQO\ KDYLQJ SHRSOH RQ P\ WHDP ZKRP , FDQ WU
LQWR LW DV , GR O\ IDPLO\ LV DOVR D KXJH VXSSRUW L

(c $UH \RX WKLQNLQJ RI H[SDQGLQJ WR DQRWKHU FRXC(C

.+ 0\ GUHDP LV WR RSHQ D JDOOHU\ LQ 3DOP %HDFK S
ZLOO WUDYHO WKHUH VRRQ WR VHH LI , FDQ ILQG WKH
KDV EHHQ ZRUNLQJ IRU DUW PXVHXPV GRLQJ TXLWH D C
EURXJKW XV LQWR FRQWDFW ZLWK PDQ\ SHRSOH EDVHC
PDQ\ zD\V PDQ\ ERDUG PHPEHUV RI PXVHXPV DURXQG V
, W LV UHDOO\ EHFRPLQJ D QHZ FXOWXUDO GHVWLQDWL
WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHYV |, WKRXJKW DERXW VWDUWLQJ LC
D VXSSRUW V\VWHP LQ 3DOP %HDFK VR LW IHHOV OLNH
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([KLELW L RAQNeuU hidn.

(c $v DQ DUW GHDOHU GR \RX DOVR FROOHFW WKH DU

.+ , FXUUHQWO\ KDYH DERXW HLJKW\ DUWZRUNV LQ P\
DUWLVWYVY DQG , GR QRW SXUFKDVH ZRUNV ZLWK WKH LC
RZQ D SLHFH IURP HDFK DUWLVW WKDW , UHSUHVHQW R
, VWDQG EHKLQG RQH KXQGUHG SHUFHQW VR QHHGOH
FROOHFWHG D OLWWOH ELW RXWVLGH RI P\ RZQ VWDEO
EHOLHYH LQ , ZLOO SUREDEO\ GR WKLV PRUH >RIWHQ@

(c "R \RX UHSUHVHQW SUHGRPLQDQWO\ SDLQWHUV"

.+ , GR WKLQN WKDW ZH DUH D SDLQWHUO\ JDOOHU\ |,
VFXOSWXUHV GUDZLQJV DQG GLJLWDO DUW DV ZHOO

YHU\ WLPH FRQVXPLQJ ZRUNV PDQ\ Rl WKHP FDQQRW S
ZRUN ZLWKLQ D \HDU 7KDW LV ZK\ ZH XVH RXU VSDFH V
WKHP DOO VR EXV\ DQG , RIWHQ ILQG WKDW ZH QHHG W
IXWXUH , ZRXOG ORYH WR VKRZ PRUH RXWGRRU LQVWEL
EXVLQHVV ,Q JHQHUDO , WHQG WR IROORZ P\ JXW IHH!
VRPHWKLQJ , DEVROXWHO\ IDOO LQ ORYH ZLWK WKH Pt
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([KLELW L RKubdtirtdZ

(c +RZ GLG \RX PDQDJH WR FRSH ZLWK WKH SDQGHPLF"

.+ H NHSW RXU SURJUDP JRLQJ HYHQ ZKHQ ZH FRXOG
Rl IRFXV RQ GRFXPHQWLQJ RXU H[KLELWLRQV YLD RQOlL
RWKHU SODWIRUPV H KDYH GRQH ZHOO RYHU WKH SDV
JUDWHIXO IRU :H DUH HVSHFLDOO\ JUDWHIXO IRU RXU
RI WUXVW LQ PH WR PDNH WKLY DOO KDSSHQ 7KH DUW
WKH FRQILQHPHQW EHFDXVH WKH\ KDG WLPH DQG IHOW
ILHOG \RX QHHG WR KDYH GHDGOLQHY DQG EHFDXVH R>
FUHDWLQJ

(c :KHUH GR \RX GLVFRYHU QHZ WDOHQW"

.+ , WDON WR P\ DUWLVWY D ORW WR VHH LI WKH\ KDY
VRPHWKLQJ LOWHUHVWLQJ , KDYH DOVR GLVFRYHUHG |
, QVWDJUDP WR EH D JUHDW SODWIRUP IRU GLVFRYHULC
UHVHDUFK , GHGLFDWH D ORW RI WLPH WR LW

7R JLYH \RX DQ H[DPSOH , KDYH MXVW GLVFRYHUHG D ¢
ROG (J\SWLDQ DUWLVW 7KH ,UDTL DUWLVW $ILID $OHLE
UHFRPPHQGHG KLV ZRUN WR PH |, VSHQW WKH QH[W PR
WRXFK ZKLFK OHG WR VRPH ZRQGHUIXO FRQYHUVDWLR
VKRZ QH[W \HDU

6/10



Q€

([KLELW L RIQny Mdhds.
(c $URXQG KRZ PDQ\ HIKLELWLRQV D \HDU GRHV \RXU J

.+ LWK IDLUV DQG DOO RWKHU VKRZV RXWVLGH WKH J|
DERXW WZHQW\ VL[ VKRZV D \HDU 0\ WHDP ZRUNV YHU\
HI[KLELWLRQ HYHU\ VL[ ZHHNV DW DOO RXU SHUPDQHQW

(c $UW IDLUV SOD\ D VLIJQLILFDQW UROH IRU JDOOHULF
DUW LOWHUQDWLRQDOO\ LQ FROODERUDWLRQ ZLWK DU

.+ $EVROXWHO\ , ORYH LW ,W LV DQ RSSRUWXQLW\ IR
RWKHU DUHDV RI WKH LQGXVWU\ DQG LW WXUQV LQWR
FRQVLGHU P\VHOI D VRPHZKDW QRPDGLF FKDUDFWHU

FRQVWDQW WUDYHOOLQJ , ORYH WKH WKULOO RI >JRL(

(c $IULFDQ DUW LV UHPDUNDEO\ LQ GHPDQG DW WKH P
EH WKH FDWHJRU\ RI ZRUN EHLQJ VROG WKH PRVW LQ W
DQG GR \RX WKLQN LW LV KHUH WR VWD\"

.+ $EVROXWHO\ , KDYH EHHQ VR IRUWXQDWH QLQH \H
PDGH WKH DETXDLQWDQFH RI WKH IRUPHU HGLWRU RI W
QHHGHG WR ORRN DIWHU $IULFDQ DUWLVWVY DQG WR EH
WKDW FRQYHUVDWLRQ , GLG D ORW Rl UHVHDUFK ,W L\
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KDYH DQ LQWHUQDWLRQDO DSSHDO >EXW@ , GLVFRYHU
$EHEH DQG LW HVFDODWHG IURP WKHUH 7RGD\ ZH KDY
DUWLVWYV LQ RXU SURJUDP

, Q , FXUDWHG WKHKRbMhtXPW RRXYWIRVVHQ . XQVWODE
LOQFOXGHG DUWLVWY IURP $IULFDQ FRXQWULHV 7KH
WDOHQW WKDW LV QRZ I10\LQJ WKURXJK WKH URRI , DP

MRXUQH\ DQG , GR QRW WKLQN WKDW LW LV HQGLQJ

7KH $IULFDQ FRQWLQHQW LV VWDUWLQJ WR EXLOG LWV
FROOHFWRUV 7KH DUWLVWV WKDW KDYH PDGH LW QRZ
WKRVH LQVWLWXWLRQV $OVR WKH DQQRXQFHPHQW RI
QHZV

WET777

([KLELW L RT2tOd T2,

(c :KLFK DUWLVWLF JHQUH GR \RX FXUUHQWO\ VHH WK
WKH JDOOHU\ VHFWRU"

.+ ,Q RXU VKRZV , VHH JUHDW VDOHV RI RXU $IULFDQ
WRZDUGV D PRUH ILJXUDWLYH GLUHFWLRQ , KDYH EHH
ODWHO\ $ JUHDW SHUFHQWDJH RI RXU VKRZV RYHU WK

$EVWUDFW DUWLVWY DUH KDYLQJ D KDUGHU WLPH >ULJ
ZHOO ,W FRPHV LQ SKDVHV WKH PDUNHW LV QRW OLNEF
GLUHFWLQJ LW
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, bOVR VHH D JURZWK >LQ WKH QXPEHU@ RI SHRSOH >Z
SHRSOH ZDQW QDUUDWLYHYVY DQG ZRUNV WKDW DUH ZHC

(c 'R \RX WKLQN WKH GHPDQG IRU QDUUDWLYHV DFFRX
DEVWUDFW WR PRUH ILIJXUDWLYH DUW"

.+ 'XULQJ WKH SDQGHPLF ZH QHHGHG SHRSOH WR WHO
FUHDWHYVY D EDODQFH ZKHQ RXU OLYHV DUH VXSHU EXV)
ZRXOG LPDJLQH WKDW WKHUH ZLOO EH D KLJKHU GHPD(

R

([KLELW L RWaki Sebz
(c :KDW LV \RXU DGYLFH WR HPHUJLQJ DUWLVWYV ZRUNI

.+ , WKLQN WKH SKDVH MXVW DIWHU JUDGXDWLRQ FDQ
DUWLVWY WR KDQGOH 7KH\ KDYH >UHFHLYHG@ VR PDQ
WKH DUWLVWY PXVW WUXVW WKHLU LQWXLWLRQ ZKHQ 1

O\ DGYLFH ZRXOG EH WR ILQG VRPHRQH WR EDFN \RX X¢

WKLV FDQ UHDOO\ GULYH \RXU VXFFHVV 7KH PRVW LP
FRPSOHWHO\ WUXH WR WKHPVHOYHV LQ WKHLU DUW JF
JRLQJ WR EH XQLTXH ZKDWHYHU \RX FUHDWH LI \RX VW

(c $QG ODVWO\ ZKDW LV \RXU DGYLFH IRU DVSLULQJ J

9/10



.+ W LV OLNH DQ\ RWKHU EXVLQHVV ILIW\ SHUFHQW R
VDODU\ IRU IRXU \HDUV WKHQ , VWDUWHG ZLWK ILYH K
WKH VWDPLQD WR FRQWLQXH + WKHUH FDQQRW EH D EIL
ZLOO JLYH XS <RX PXVW UHDOO\ ZDQW LW

6RPH SHRSOH GR QRW QHHG ILQDQFLDO VXSSRUW RWK
+RZHYHU WKH ULVN RI KDYLQJ D EDFNHU LV WKDW WKFE
DQG LW ZLOO FDXVH \RXU HQGHDYRXU WR IDLO $00 Wtk
\RX FRPSOHWH LW EHFDXVH \RXU EDFNHU FKDQJHV WKF
DQ\PRUH $QRWKHU LVVXH WKDW FDQ RFFXU ZLWK EDFNM
ZKDW LV EHLQJ VKRZQ

BR P\ DGYLFH ZRXOG EH WR WDNH WKH ULVN RI EHLQJ
RZQ GHFLVLRQV DQG IROORZLQJ \RXU RZQ LQWXLWLRQ
IROORZ P\ LQWXLWLRQ WKLQJV RIWHQ GR QRW JR ZHOO
WR \RXUVHOI

W FDQ WDNH D ORW RI WLPH EHIRUH \RX VWDUW HDUQI
SDVVLRQ

7TKDQN \RX YHU\ PXFK .ULVWLQ

Image courtesy of Kristin Hjellegjerde Gallery.

7R GLVFRYHU PRUH DERXW WKH JZ66WDWHYMIDVIKW IRV L\
(OVD cNHVVRAQ

(GLWRU L@Q®RKLHI% ('

(OVD $NHVVRQ
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